
 

Sociologists from the previous centuries have warned people about the power and 

prestige that can affect how a person or a country treats another. There are multiple examples 

present in our society, and one such example is the Humanitarian Refugee crisis. For the last ten 

to twenty years, a humanitarian crisis has been an issue. A problem with minimum intensity is 

enough to disrupt any country's political, social, and economic structure (What Is a 

Humanitarian Disaster? n.d.). A county handling a humanitarian crisis can lead its people to end 

in violent acts and displacement of people. The 21st century has affected people's lives in many 

ways, but the refugee crisis has impacted the global population and especially America. 

According to the research conducted by the UNHCR, America has been a flag bearer of 

accepting refugees since 2010 (Humanitarian Emergencies Around the World | USA for 

UNHCR, n.d.). The displacement of people has The number of refugees rose to 82.4 million in 

2020.  

Different political leaders have influenced the flow of refugees in America. Obama was 

accepting refugees from all over the world. Still, under the Trump administration, 85% of the 

refugees were denied entrance to the U.S (An Overview of U.S. Refugee Law and Policy, 2021). 

Different views on the humanitarian crisis, especially refugee settlement in America. It is a 

common belief that due to the political involvement of the previous administrators of America, 

the living conditions in Afghanistan, Syria, and Yemen. Some people living in America believe 

that it is the responsibility of the Administration of America to settle the people that are coming 

for help. There are many heartbreaking stories of the people that were denied access to America 

under the Trump Administration.  

One such story was of Nazanin Ash. She and her family were denied access because of 

the refuge ban. No matter how desperately the border patrol wanted to help them, they could not 



 

break the rule (Zezima, 2019). If we look at the statistics, only 62% of the people coming from 

Syria were allowed entry into the U.S. The rest of the 38% of the people were detained and 

denied access. It is one thing to restrict access in a country, but it is another thing not to provide 

proper camps and food to the people. It is not a hidden fact that there are some trying times for 

the people of Syria and Afghanistan due to their political conditions. Countries need to have a 

plan for the people looking for help. It is one fundamental right and humane thing to do. The 

Administration provides some feedback on why they are not helping the people. It includes 

reasons like security threats and terrorist attacks. Administrations like Trump have made terrorist 

attacks to deny help to the coming refugees.  

It would not be wrong to say that the world is becoming a global village with each 

passing year. If we look at the stories of Naznin and many more, we can understand some 

perspectives of sociology. For instance, different sociologists believe that contributing factors 

towards a particular behavior, especially in Administration. The critical theory presented by 

György Lukács and Antonio Gramsci focused people's attention on the power and politics that 

affect a government's decisions. It means that people in power and politics can decide their help. 

The theory also points out that power and prestige can create discrimination in the people. We 

collectively live in a society, but bias is presently based on socioeconomic status and power 

available to certain people (Crossman, 2019).  

It is believed that countries let people of power and influence come into their protection 

to benefit from their presence. But they don't allow ordinary people to be in the country because 

they cannot have help from them (Crossman, 2019). A crisis like refugees raises questions on our 

path as a society. We have created boundaries and barriers as nations as culturally diverse people 

that hinder our progress and prosperity (Williamson, 2020). People coming from all over the 



 

world should be accepted with open hands, especially in trying times. Our responsibility is to 

educate nations and try to help as much as possible.  
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